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offered, practically free, sites and water-power for manufacturing
establishments, and remitted for two years ail taxation of manu-
facturers who settled in the town. Accordingly, a varied selection
of Industrial concerns, including textile factories, sugar mills, and
motor works, sprang up within the free zone. AM these were under
the disadvantage of being unable to draw upon a supply of skilled
labour. On the other hand, what labour existed was cheap, water-
power was available, and there was a good port. To what extent
the disadvantages of position will be overcome remains to be seen,
but the prospects appear to be fairly good.
APULIA, lying to the east of the Apennines, has a low rainfall,
but is well adapted to the cultivation of wheat, which ripens during
the spring months, before the hot, rainless summer begins, and
is specially suitable for the manufacture of macaroni. The Murge
is covered with vineyards and olive plantations, the area under
olives in this region being greater than in any other part of Italy.
The chief towns are Bari^ Brindlsi* and Taranto, but their importance
is commercial rather than industrial.
SICILY may be regarded as, in the main, a continuation of the
Apennine chain. In the north-east there is a fragment of the
Tyrrhenian block, and around Etna much of the country is over-
Iain with volcanic rocks. Sulphur, obtained in the latter district,
is the most important mineral product of the island, and the refining
of sulphur gives employment to a large number of people.
The north and east coasts have the most favourable climate,
as they are exposed to the influence of warm winds from the sea.
Hence* they constitute the most important agricultural districts,
and grow large quantities of olives, vines, fruit, and wheat. The
mulberry is raised in the province of Messina, and there is an
important silk industry.
Palermo, the largest town in Sicily, is engaged in shipbuilding,
the manufacture of iron and steel goods, and various other indus-
tries, Messina has recovered from the damage done by the great
earthquake of 1908. Catania has large sulphur refineries.
E!BA consists of part of ancient Tyrrhenia. Olives and vines
are grown, but the chief product of the island is iron ore, which, is
extensively worked. There are blast furnaces at Portoferraio, and
Bessemer steel works have been established. Coal is imported for
the manufacture of coke,                                       \